AGENDA
For the Icklesham Parish Council Meeting 19th September 2011 at Rye Harbour Village Hall, Rye Harbour, at 7.15pm
1. Welcome to the meeting by the Chairman.
2. The Chairman will invite members of the public to comment or ask questions on any matters they wish to raised relating to the business of the Council (15 minutes).

3. To receive reports and to ask questions of Cllrs K Glazier, N Ramus and P Osborne concerning County Council and Rother District Council matters.

4. Formal opening of the meeting

5. To receive and record any apologies for absence – members are asked to also complete and sign the circulated sheet.
6. Disclosure of Interests – To receive any disclosure by members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interest and whether the member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Code of Conduct. Members are reminded to repeat their declaration immediately prior to commencement of the item in question.

7. To consider and approve the signing by the Chairman of the attached minutes of the Council Meeting of 11th July 2011 and 8th August 2011.

8. Matters arising.

a. Correction to July payments total due to a payment listed excluding VAT.  Total was £13,576.36.
b. Southern Water’s higher than normal bill for Cricket Field allotments.  This has been investigated and, although charges have increased, it appears Southern Water omitted to include any volume charge on the bill for the 6 months up to end Nov 2010.  These charges were included in the May 2011 bill. 
Matters Requiring a Decision by the Council

9. Programme of works for July and August 2011. Council are asked to note and review progress on the enclosed list and raise any questions on the items listed.

10. Financial Matters

a. Receipts and payments report for July and August 2011.  Enclosed.

b. To approve items for payment for September 2011. A list of payments will be tabled at the meeting.
c. To consider increasing allotment rents by 50 pence per rod per annum from October 2012. This equates to an increase of £2.50 per annum on an average 5 rod plot.
d. Grants to Village Halls. The Clerk seeks approval of the attached report setting out the proposed grants of £1,500 for each of the four village halls, a total of £6,000 this year. To be funded from 2601 Village Hall Organisations.  
e. Litter bin, Harbour Field Play Area. I authorised the purchase of an additional litter bin at a cost of £145.14 as litter had become a significant nuisance and hazard. Council are asked to approve my action.  Funded from 2250 New Bins.
f. Council are asked to agree the cleaning of all bus shelters in the parish, along with wooden benches, as required.  To be funded from 2202 Bus Shelter Repair and Cleaning and 2231 Seat Repairs and Cleaning.  Summary of quotes enclosed.  
g. Council are asked to agree the purchase and installation of community notice boards for Rye Harbour and Icklesham. To be funded from 2215 Notice Boards.  Summary of quotes enclosed. 
h. Council are asked to agree the purchase and installation of four ‘No Parking’ and two ‘10mph’ signs for Smeatons Lane, Winchelsea Beach.  Summary of quotes enclosed.  To be funded from 2233 Signs. Note: this item is additional to those allocated in the budget for Signs.
i. Council are asked to agree the purchase and installation of a “No Ball Games Allowed” sign for the children’s play area in Harbour Field at a cost of £25.00.  To be funded from 2233 Signs. 

j. Council are asked to agree, subject to Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent, to          re-instating the post and rail fencing across Jubilee Field, Winchelsea.  Summary of quotes enclosed.  To be funded from 2208 Fencing.
11. Budget and Forward Financial Plan. The Council is asked to consider proposals for next year’s budget. Notices have been placed on notice boards asking residents for ideas and this will feature in the forthcoming newsletter. Attached are proposals received so far. Councillors will note this is in the form of a forward plan to include the next three years as an aid to financial planning.
12. Quality of water at Pear Tree Marsh allotments.  The Environment Agency is reporting pollution from the water of the River Brede which is drawn up from the site pump.  Attached is further information about this matter.  It is likely the river bed from where the water is drawn has a higher degree of pollution than the water sample tested which was drawn closer to the surface.  The pump has been disabled pending a decision from the Council to ensure a safe water supply and plot holders informed.
13. Recreational Facilities at Icklesham.  The Council are asked to consider the future for play and recreational facilities at the Icklesham Recreation Ground. See attached report.

14. Parish Newsletter. Attached is the draft of the Parish Newsletter for consideration. To print 3,000 copies will cost £320.00 and distribution will be a further £65.00 excluding VAT provided this is distributed with ‘Fixtures’ as produced by Adams of Rye. There are no resources within the budget despite this being an objective of the Parish Plan. Council are therefore asked to fund this from reserves and allow for a further edition at Christmas time – a total this year of £770.00 excluding VAT.

15. Web Site. The Council are asked to agree to employ a website administrator at a cost of £38.00 per month. The website is increasingly important and development is a specialist area. The original website developer has offered to do this for the Council.
16. Ward Risk Assessments. Councillors are asked to confirm the arrangements they have made for risk assessments following the ward visits at which this was discussed. However, some councillors are of the opinion that a contractor should be employed to do this.  Would Council like the Clerk to bring forward proposals?
17. Wall at Harbour Field. Council are asked if they wish to have a structural survey carried out at a cost of £341.20 excluding VAT. Councillor Sutton has expressed concern about this wall which has a slight lean into the playing field. 

18. The Lookout, Winchelsea. A request from Winchelsea Corporation to repair or renew the bench in the Lookout. Estimated cost for replacement is £750.00. Please see attached correspondence.

19. Icklesham Sports Pavilion. Report back from Councillor Warren on progress concerning updating of facilities.

20. Allotment Agreements – archaeological finds. Letter attached from Winchelsea Archaeological Society requesting agreements be amended making it clear that artefacts found on allotments belong to the freeholders of the land and asking permission to investigate vacant allotments before they are let where appropriate.

21. Core Planning Strategy and Future Planning Information. The Council has received the Proposed Core Planning Strategy from Rother District Council (already circulated electronically) and has been asked to submit its comments by 30th September 2011. Council are asked to make any comments for the Clerk to submit to Rother District Council. Council are also asked if they wish to receive electronic planning applications for the Planning Committee to consider. This will necessitate an investment of between £600-£1000 on a projector and screen (depending on size and quality of projector).
22. Allocation Policy Consultation. Rother District Council has invited comments to be submitted to them on a revised allocations policy by 21st October 2011. The documents have already been distributed to councillors and Council are asked to make any comments for submission to Rother District Council. Applications are now to be on line and Parish Councillors may be asked to provide evidence of residence.
23. Triathlon. I have received a request from Mr Nick Brown, who has organised events using Parish Council premises in the past, to hold a Triathlon, with proceeds going to a charity, based at Harbour Field, Winchelsea Beach. Details were circulated to councillors some time ago by me. Mr Brown appreciates the Field cannot be used to park vehicles and is making other arrangements for this. The potential date is Sunday 3rd June 2012. Council are asked to agree to Mr Brown’s request.  See attached email.
24. Bonfire and Fireworks Event 23rd October 2011. I have received a request from Winchelsea Beach Community Association to hold this event. They confirm they have public liability insurance and will re-instate the field following the event. Council are asked to agree to this request.

25. NHS Hastings and Rother AGM 29th September 2pm Bexhill. Attached is a letter received from Denise Harker the Chair of NHS Sussex inviting a representative to attend this meeting. I have agreed we can confirm any attendance after the Council meeting. Does the Council wish to be represented and if so by whom?

26. Public Toilets, Dogs Hill Road, Winchelsea Beach. I have written to the Director of Services at Rother District Council about the condition of the toilets, closure of the disabled toilet and winter opening. I have received the attached reply from Mr Dodge, the Contracts Services Manager. Does the Council wish to take further action to include lobbying District Councillors?

Matters for Information of the Council or for Noting
27. Correspondence
a. Winchelsea Little Shops Association. Please see attached correspondence.
b. Rother District Council Standards Committee. Please see attached decision notices for the meeting on 25th July 2011 to consider complaints against Councillors Comotto and Chishick and former Councillor Terry when the Committee censured those against whom the complaints had been made.
c. Hastings Runners. Letter of thanks, copy of email attached.
d. Mrs A Saville. Letter of complaint regarding Harbour Field. Letter and my reply attached.
e. Houlbec Forestry. Statement and recommendations upon completion of tree maintenance works – attached.
f. Rother District Council. Correspondence concerning larger litter bins by Winchelsea Public Toilets – attached.    
g. Highways Agency.  Reply to chaser letter enclosing copy 2008 letters from previous Clerk and from Winchelsea councillors re the planting of Ferry Hill bank and traffic signs around Ferry Gate – attached.                                                                                                                
28. Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events.   Reports back from councillors and officers who have been appointed to outside bodies or who have attended events of interest to the Council.
a) Report back from Rye Partnership meeting – Clerk

b) Report back from Winchelsea Traffic & Crime Meeting – Clerk.  Notes attached.

c) Report back from Standards training 6th September 2011 – Councillor Warren and Clerk.
29. Matters for future agendas

a. Budget and Three Year Financial Plan

b. Financial Risk Assessment for Budgetary Purposes and for Application for Precept (Reserves)

c. Housing Needs Survey and Affordable Housing
d. Review of Parish Action Plan
e. Progress to review facilities at Icklesham Recreation Ground

f. Review of policies

g. Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

h. Report on progress towards Quality Council

i. Consultation on Transport Plan from East Sussex County Council

j. Work of The Rye Partnership and how working together may help to achieve some of the objectives within the Parish Action Plan
k. SALC AGM – attendance on Friday 4th November 2011

30. Date and Venue for the next meeting. The date of the next full Council meeting is confirmed as Monday 10th October 2011 at Winchelsea New Hall, Winchelsea.                                                
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