AGENDA
For the Icklesham Parish Council Meeting, 9th January 2012 at Rye Harbour Village Hall, Rye Harbour at 7.15pm
1. Welcome to the meeting by the Chairman.
2. Report of Police Community Support Officer, James Armstrong (10 minutes).

3. The Chairman will invite members of the public to comment or ask questions on any matters they wish to raised relating to the business of the Council (15 minutes).
4. To receive reports and to ask questions of Cllrs K Glazier, N Ramus and P Osborne concerning County Council and Rother District Council matters.

5. Formal opening of the meeting

6. To receive and record any apologies for absence – members are asked to also complete and sign the circulated sheet.
7. Disclosure of Interests – To receive any disclosure by members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interest and whether the member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Code of Conduct. Members are reminded to repeat their declaration immediately prior to commencement of the item in question.

8. To consider and approve the signing by the Chairman of the attached minutes of the Council Meeting of 12th December 2011.

9. Matters arising.
Matters Requiring a Decision by the Council

10. Programme of works for December 2011. Council are asked to note and review progress on the enclosed list and raise any questions on the items listed.
11. Financial Matters

a. Receipts and payments report for December 2011.  Enclosed.

b. To approve items for payment for January 2012. A list of payments will be tabled at the meeting.
c. Identification cards and high visibility waist coats. Council are asked to agree expenditure of £36.00 excluding VAT to purchase twelve high visibility waist coats. There is no cost for ID cards as Councillor Mrs Lyward has offered these at no cost. Costs can be met from budget item 1215 office expenses. Power exists under Local Government Act 1972 Section 111 and 140(1). Does Council wish to provide guidance to councillors and staff as to when these should be used?

d. Council is asked to approve the installation of the two community notice boards at Rye Harbour and Icklesham.  The maker of the boards recommends, as long lasting protection for the oak posts, that they are fitted into galvanised metal post supports which are concreted into the ground.  Cost to supply the supports and install both boards £280.00.  However, the cost of supplying the oak posts has been reduced giving a saving of £50.00 on the original quotation.  Total cost of boards and installation within budgeted amount for 2215 Community Notice Boards. Power exists under Local Government Act 1972 Section 111 and 140(1).
e. Council is asked to award the contract for cleaning bus shelters and benches to Calendar Cleaning who were the second lowest quotation previously reported to Council as the ]company submitting the lowest quotation have been unable to complete the work. The additional cost is £46.00 which can be funded from the budget 2202 of £2,000.00. Report of Deputy Clerk attached. Power exists under Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1953 Section 4.
12. Calendar for Review of Policies and Procedures. The calendar is attached for Council to review and amend as necessary
13. Asset Register. This is attached for information. Council is asked to comment on the assets it holds deciding if any action should be taken to dispose of assets, carry out any work not considered as part of the budget proposals or to alter management. 
14. Grounds Maintenance. The Council is asked to decide if its wishes to enter into a three year agreement for the maintenance of grounds or retain an annual agreement. Quotations will be reported to the meeting as the Christmas holidays have meant some delay in receiving these which are due back on 4th January 2012. The budget for this work is £7,500.00 ref 2209. Power exists under Public Health Act 1875 Section 164, Open Spaces Act 1906 Sections 9 and 10.
15. Harbour Field. The Council is asked to note the problems with the installations of bollards to the east of Harbour Field adjoining Smeatons Lane. In practice practical problems make the use of bollards unsuitable in my opinion and the Council are asked to consider the alternative of a temporary stock fence and planting a hedge. It is prudent to allow for some additional cost, say £350.00, although the contractor has indicated he is prepared to carry out the alternative work at no additional cost. The work can be contained within the existing budget of £3,500.00 reference 2208. Report attached. Power exists under Public Health Act 1875 Section 164, Open Spaces Act 1906 Sections 9 and 10.
16. Grant Application – Rye Harbour Nature Reserve. Attached is a grant application for £300.00 to support the Nature Reserve to improve footpaths between Rye Harbour and Winchelsea Beach. This compliments the Council’s Active Ambling Project. Council is asked to authorise me to pay a grant of £300.00 funded from budget item 2401. Power exists under Local Government Act 1972 Section 144.
17. Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge. The Council is asked to decide if its wishes to register four playing fields as Queen Elizabeth II sites to protect them in perpetuity at a cost of approximately £250.00. The QE11 initiative also offers help with the planning of facilities for recreational grounds/play areas and funding.  This would be funded from budget item 1231 Legal Costs. Report attached. Power exists under Public Health Act 1875 Section 164, Open Spaces Act 1906 Sections 9 and 10.
18. Interpretation Boards at Winchelsea. Following the view of Council not to take ownership of the boards if copyright was retained by Winchelsea Community Office attached is a report providing more information and asking for a decision.

19. Community Speed Watch. The Council is asked if it wishes to promote Community speed Watch within the Parish in addition to the scheme run by Winchelsea Community speed watch. Report attached. Power exists under Local Government and Rating Act 1997 Section 31 and Crime and Disorder Act 1998.
20. Rural Broadband – attached is the report from Councillor P Turner. There will be a report back from the attendance of Councillors Comotto and Warren with the Deputy Clerk at a recent seminar – Councillor Warren’s report enclosed. Council is asked to decide what action it wishes to take .
21. Management of Agendas. Councillor Bronsdon has asked the Council to consider the following ‘That a more measured approach on items for inclusion in agendas, in that the agenda can be of an appropriate length to allow time for reasonable debate and full understanding of the item under consideration, of late it appears that due to time restraints there is a tendency for some items on the agenda to be rushed through so the meeting can be finished by 2130h. It is proposed that if necessary, items are prioritised in order to achieve a manageable agenda even if this delay means that some items are delayed by a month.’
22. Localism Workshop, 10am to 1pm 30th January 2012. The Council has been asked to send delegates to this workshop at which the implications and scope of the Act for residents within Rother will be considered. I have asked initially for four places. Council are asked to nominate representatives.
23. Localism Act – briefing paper attached. Council is asked if its wishes to take any preparatory activities.

Matters for Information of the Council or for Noting
24. Correspondence
a. Email and enclosures from Rother District Council regarding the appeal by Councillors Chishick and Comotto and ex-Councillor Terry at the First Tier Tribunal. Council is asked to note the First-Tier Tribunal set aside the Standards committee’s that the above had breached paragraph 5 of the Code but upheld the finding against Councillor Comotto for a breach of paragraphs 6(a) and 12(1)(a) of the Code although it did not uphold the sanction of censure and training and substituted no further action.;
b. Letter from Rother District Council concerning the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons. In view of the previous decision of the Parish Council I plan to reply that the Parish Council has no plans for a beacon (copies of the guidance mentioned are available on www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk);

c. Letter from National Association of Local councils concerning the new guide ‘Planning Explained’. Copies are available as a PDF on www.planninghelp.org.uk or I can arrange copies for councillors who would like them;

d. Letter from Police Inspector Steve Grace concerning traffic enforcement following the letter of support to Udimore Parish Council. I propose to write to Inspector Grace once Council had decided if it wishes to pursue Community Speed Watch.
25. Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events.   Reports back from councillors and officers who have been appointed to outside bodies or who have attended events of interest to the Council.
26. Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011. Attached is a briefing note from Sussex Police Authority about changes to local police governance in Sussex.

27. Matters for future agendas

a. Housing Needs Survey and Affordable Housing 
b. Progress to review facilities at Icklesham Recreation Ground

c. Review of policies
d. Report on progress towards Quality Council

e. Duties and responsibilities of councillors and staff

28. Date and Venue for the next meeting. The date of the next full Council meeting is confirmed as Monday 13th February at 7.15pm at Winchelsea New Hall, Winchelsea.                                               
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