ICKLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 11th July 2011 at 7.15pm at Winchelsea Beach Community Hall, Winchelsea Beach
Present: Councillors Ms J Austen, C Bronsdon, B Chishick, J Horsman (in the chair), Mrs S Lyward, Mrs C Merricks, A Moore, Mrs J Stanford, H Sutton, P Turner, and N Warren.

In attendance: Councillors N Ramus and P Osborne from Rother District Council, S Foreman (Clerk and RFO) and J Cannings (Deputy Clerk).  
	11/136
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7.16pm and reminded all present the meeting was being recorded.

	11/137
	The Chairman invited members of the public present to ask any appropriate questions or make comment.

 Pat Hughes from Rye Community Transport thanked the Council for its grant towards the cost of maintaining community transport within the Parish.

Residents pointed out the problems of enforcing a 10 mph speed limit at Smeatons Lane and the difficulties in installing sleeping policemen without adequate street lighting.

The Council resolved to await item number 13 on the agenda to take comments and questions about asbestos at Harbour Field when it will consider suspending standing orders.

	11/138
	To Receive Reports and Ask Questions of Councillors K Glazier, P Osborne and N Ramus.

Councillor Glazier had tendered his apologies.

Councillor Ramus said there was little to report at this time but was happy to take questions. Councillor P Turner asked him about the consultation meeting held between the District Council and parish councils. Councillor Ramus said this was to inform parish councils of planning arrangements and changes in procedures brought in by the Coalition Government. He expressed his concerns that responsibilities may be passed on to parish councils in the forthcoming Localism Act.

Councillor Osborne reported on his experience with providing skate parks for young people. He recommended the Parish Council ask young people to explain what they would like as some of the terminology used in skate boarding is not understood by those not involved. He said that community grants may be available to help with the costs associated with providing a skate boarding facility and pointed out the provision of youth facilities as an objective in the Parish Plan. He reported the Byelaws Working Group was meeting in the week after this meeting which will be considering byelaws as they relate to the foreshore and Rother News contains information about this.

	11/139
	Formal Opening of the Meeting

The Chairman opened formal business at 7.26pm.

	11/140
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Councillors Comotto and S Turner.

	11/141
	Disclosure of Interests

Councillors Mrs Merricks and N Warren declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 17 (Icklesham Sports Pavilion) as Chair of Icklesham Trusts Committee and Chair of Pavilion Sub-Committee of Icklesham Memorial Trust respectively. Councillor P Turner declared a personal interest in item 17 as Vice-President of the Icklesham Cricket Club. 

	11/142
	To consider and approve the signing of the minutes by the Chairman of the Meeting of 13th June 2011.
The acceptance of the minutes as a true and accurate record were proposed by Councillor Mrs Lyward and seconded by Councillor N Warren.  Agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

	11/143
	Matters arising

There were no appropriate matters arising.

	11/144
	Minutes of the Planning Meeting 13th and 27th June

The Council has delegated responsibility to the Planning Committee to take decisions on its behalf. It was agreed that minutes are not required to be considered at Council meetings.

	11/145
	Programme of Works

Councillor Mrs Merricks complimented the work to improve the bus shelter adjacent to the recreation ground at Icklesham.

It was noted the vegetation overgrowing the other bus shelter at Icklesham had not been cut back by the land owners and the shelter was in need of attention.

There was concern the public toilets at Winchelsea Beach remained closed and the Clerk was asked to write to Rother District Council to ask when repairs will be completed and the toilets re-opened – Agreed.
Councillor Chishick asked when the bus shelters at Winchelsea are to be cleaned. The Deputy Clerk reported she is meeting the contractors this week to obtain advice and estimates.  Progress was noted.

	11/146

i

ii
	Financial Matters

Receipts and Payments for June 2011

A paper setting out the transactions was attached to the agenda. The Clerk pointed out the higher than usual spend on salaries due to a variety of reasons. Approval was proposed by Councillor Bronsdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward.  Approved.

To approve items for payment for July 2011.

A list of payments totalling £13,458.56 was tabled by the Clerk represented by cheques numbered 2472 – 2496 sequentially, two direct debits for £197.56 and two standing orders for £730.00. Councillor Mrs Lyward enquired about the payment for play area inspections. Acceptance of the payments was proposed by Councillor Bronsdon and seconded by Councillor P Turner.  Approved.

	11/147
	Harbour Field, Winchelsea Beach

The Council resolved to suspend standing orders to enable members of the public present to make comment and ask questions. Proposed by Councillor P Turner and seconded by Councillor Horsman.  Agreed.
Members of the public expressed concern about the location of the basketball area as it detracted from the amenity value of some residents’ homes. Councillor Mrs Lyward explained that at a ward meeting three years ago a number of young people from Winchelsea Beach and some older residents asked the Council to provide this facility. Residents expressed concern that consultation on the location of the basketball area was inadequate. It was explained that ward councillors met on site to consider the best location taking into account all the factors and its location was a compromise to provide a good facility and to keep disturbance to others at a minimum. The discussion with residents then centred on the problem of asbestos in top soil used to fill in indentations. Residents were concerned that they should have been consulted before that decision was taken. However, it was pointed out this was a logical use of the top soil bearing in mind the ward councillors were not in a position to know it may be contaminated.

Residents having expressed their views standing orders were re-instated.

The Clerk explained how the problem of asbestos laying in top soil on the field had arisen and proposed action to rectify the situation which followed the advice of the Environment Agency. Councillors pointed out the quotation from Hailsham Roadway included the removal of spoil and as this had been deposited on the field the cost of works should be reduced. A debate took place on the performance of Hailsham Roadway in not following correct procedures and the action that should be taken. The following proposals were proposed by Councillor Horsman and seconded by Councillor Bronsdon:

i. The Clerk to write to Hailsham Roadways to seek an agreement avoiding legal action for Hailsham Roadways to bear a suitable proportion of the cost of remedial works giving them a deadline to respond by 5pm on Thursday 14th July 2011;

ii. To write to the Sussex Association of Local Councils explaining the position and asking them to obtain legal advice on the Council’s position in respect of Hailsham Roadway;

iii. That asbestos contaminated top soil be removed without delay;

iv. That subject to the outcome of discussions with Hailsham Roadway the lowest quotation to remove the contaminated top soil be accepted in the sum of £3,750.00 and the Clerk be authorised to expend up to a maximum of £5,000.00 to include this work, any additional top soil that needs to be removed and any necessary re-instatement work including the replacement of top soil around the basketball area; and

v. This work, subject to the outcome of discussions with Hailsham Roadway, is funded from reserves. Approved.

	11/148
	Skate Boarding Area.

The Council having agreed to again suspend standing orders invited Tal Katz, two of his friends present at the meeting with him and Mrs Katz to explain the idea for a skate boarding area at Icklesham. Tal Katz explained that young people wanted a skate boarding area and set out some of the obstacles or equipment that would be required. This could be similar to the skate board area at Rye but possibly smaller. Councillor Mrs Merricks asked if a multi-function area might be appropriate and the young people present explained this might work provided there was not a clash of sports. The Chairman asked Tal Katz if he would ask other young people, their opinion so the Council might judge the demand for a skate boarding area.

The young people having expressed their view standing orders were re-instated. The Council debated the most suitable site which would appear to be Icklesham Recreation Ground provided it was large enough to accommodate existing and new activities. It may be necessary to investigate re-organising the recreation ground and possibly hiring skate boarding equipment for a period to test how popular it may be and to provide facilities in a timelier manner. Councillor Bronsdon proposed and Councillor Mrs Stanford seconded:

i. The Council accepts in principle the need to investigate and if required provide skate boarding facilities at Icklesham;

ii. That Tal Katz and other interested young people be asked to help the Council establish the need and the design of a skate boarding area; and

iii. The Clerk to investigate with the help of Councillor Mrs Merricks the potential to hire equipment to provide facilities as quickly as possible.  Approved.


	11/149
	Communications

The Clerk reported on the proposed Parish newsletter as an action within the Parish Action Plan. There were a number of suggestions for the printing and distribution of a short newsletter to begin this process. Councillor Horsman proposed seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford the Clerk draft the newsletter asking for contributions from councillors and others where appropriate to be distributed on a quarterly basis.  Approved.

	11/150

	Inspection Report of Play Area

The Clerk having analysed the recommendations from the Play Inspection Company had produced a list of proposed works and estimated risk which had been sent to all councillors for comment. It was agreed that visits need to be made by the Clerk with ward councillors as part of a review of all Council assets to establish risks and hence a schedule of work. The Clerk was asked to organise this as part of any response to risk assessments to be discussed elsewhere on the agenda. The condition of the swings at Icklesham were noted as a lower risk than shown on the Clerk’s schedule.
Councillor Bronsdon, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward proposed the quotation from the Play Inspection Company in the sum of £70.00 to inspect Pound Field be accepted and the schedule be amended to reflect the lower risk posed by the swings at Icklesham.  Approved.

	11/151
	Icklesham Sports Pavilion
Councillor N Warren reported the Sub-Committee of the Icklesham Memorial Trust has yet to report back to the main Committee and hence there is nothing further to report at this time. This being the case it was not necessary for councillors to confirm any interests and the Council noted the position.

	11/152
	Icklesham Bus Shelter

The Clerk reported the concerns of the contractor who had completed the refurbishment of the bus shelter about flooding during heavy rainfall due to inadequate drainage. It was proposed by Councillor Bronsdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford that quotations be obtained to improve drainage of the bus shelter. Approved.

	11/153
	Quality Council

The Clerk reported on progress including registration for the Certificate in Local Council Administration and membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks. Elsewhere on the agenda the Council would be discussing communications which need to be improved to obtain Quality Council status.  Progress was noted.

	11/154
	Smeatons Lane

The Clerk reported on the potential to include speed limit signs as part of the project to discourage parking. Councillor Sutton proposed and Councillor Mrs Lyward seconded that the Clerk be asked to bring back costs to include speeding restriction signs as part of new signage for Smeatons lane.  Approved.

	11/155
	Winchelsea Street Lighting

The Clerk set out proposals to restrict the hours of operation of street lighting in Winchelsea and those whom the Council should consult before giving this further consideration. 

Councillor B Chishick proposed and Councillor Mrs Stanford seconded that the Council:

i. Prepare a questionnaire to be circulated to all household at Winchelsea asking their views on restricting the hours of operation of street lighting and if in the future the spread of light should be restricted to prevent lighting affecting individual properties;

ii. The Council to consider this matter further once the views of residents are known and at this point if residents are in favour of changes to the timing consultation be carried out with other bodies as necessary.  Approved.

	11/156
	Interpretation Boards at Winchelsea

The Council considered if it wished to take over ownership of the interpretation boards bearing in mind it already both maintains and insures them. The Council debated the issue recognising the importance of the boards given the history of Winchelsea and its importance as a tourist attraction. Councillor Bronsdon proposed and Councillor Warren seconded, that subject to establishing current ownership and the owners formally offering ownership to the Council, the Council take ownership of the interpretation boards.  Approved.

	11/157
	Memorial Seat at Harbour Field, Winchelsea Beach

The Clerk reported a request from Mr and Mrs Little to install, at their expense, a seat to commemorate Mrs Little’s parents who had been residents of Winchelsea Beach. The Clerk had met Mr and Mrs Little who would like the seat placed on the Smeatons Lane side of the recreation ground adjacent to the centre line of the football pitch as Mrs Little’s Father had been a keen football fan. The Council were also shown an illustration of the proposed seat which matched another already installed on the recreation ground. Councillor Bronsdon proposed and Councillor Mrs Lyward seconded the proposal for the Clerk to obtain prices and install the seat with Mr and Mrs Little reimbursing the Council’s costs.  Approved.

	11/158
	Dog Litter Bin, Pound Field, Rye Harbour

Mrs Hunt who lives adjacent to the dog litter bin submitted a proposal to move the bin from her line of sight in her garden. Councillor Bronsdon proposed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward, the Council agree to Mrs Hunt’s request subject to her bearing all of the Council’s costs, Mrs Hunt establishing the ownership of the land on which the bin is to be re-sited, Mrs Hunt obtaining the landowner’s permission and providing documentary evidence to the satisfaction of the Clerk.  Approved.

	11/159
	Larger Recycling Bins

The Clerk reported that Rother District Council officers had not replied to requests to provide larger bins adjacent to the Winchelsea Public Toilets in German Street. Councillor Osborne agreed to take this matter up with Tony Leonard the appropriate Director at Rother District Council and asked the Deputy Clerk to copy the correspondence to him. This was noted.

	11/160
	Annual Parish Conference.

The Council had been informed by Rother District Council of the Conference taking place at Brede Village Hall at 1.45pm on 20th July. Councillor Bronsdon expressed his interest in attending and it was agreed he should attend with the Clerk and Deputy Clerk.

	11/161
	Annual Parish and Town Council Meeting with East Sussex County Council
The Council had been invited to send up to two delegates to this all day meeting on 16th September 2011. Councillor Mrs Lyward expressed interest in attending with the Clerk and this was agreed.

	11/162
	Ward Risk Assessments
The Clerk explained the existing risk assessment process was robust but if councillors were unable to carry out monthly checks this would need to be carried out by others. The Council debated this and felt there were sufficient councillors, if the task was shared, to carry out risk assessments each month. The Clerk also explained professional advice had been received to carry out quarterly inspections of children’s play areas by qualified personnel, the need for a weekly safety check of play areas and a programme during late July of joint inspections of Council assets by the ward councillors, Clerk and Deputy Clerk. Councillor N Warren proposed seconded by Councillor Bronsdon the Council to investigate suitable arrangements for quarterly play area inspections and to report these back with costs, that councillors carry out monthly risk assessments of assets in their wards and the Clerk to approach the council’s maintenance contractor to establish if weekly safety checks of play areas might be incorporated at minimal cost.  Approved.

	11/163
	Rother Neighbourhood Watch

The Council considered a proposal for financial support and closer liaison with Rother Neighbourhood Watch. However, where neighbourhood watch was active within the Parish no support had been provided by Rother Neighbourhood Watch. Councillor Warren proposed seconded by Councillor B Chiswick the Clerk write to Rother Neighbourhood Watch declining their request.  Approved.

	11/164
	Correspondence

i. The arrangements for Icklesham Fete on 6th August were noted.

	11/165
	Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events

i. The Clerk reported his recent attendance at the New Clerks Briefing day held by Sussex Association of Local Councils.
ii. Councillors Warren had attended a training event for new councillors and was awarded the Certificate in the use of the Power of Well Being.
iii. Councillors Mrs Merricks reported her attendance at Rother association of Local Councils on 6th July 2011. Matters under discussion included updating parish action plans, appointments to outside bodies, report from Sussex Police, Rother District Council items, subsidies for councillor training and emergency planning (the minutes are available from the Clerk).
iv. Planning Brief – Three councillors and the Clerk and Deputy Clerk attended this briefing day on planning matters held by Rother District Council on 5th July 2011.

	11/166
	Items for September 12th Council meeting

These were noted together with the need for the first report on the budget and financial plan. Councillor Merricks proposed and seconded by Councillor Horsman this meeting be moved to the 19th September as the Chairman was on holiday and she would not be able to chair the meeting on the 12th.  Approved.

	11/167
	The date and venue for the next full Council meeting was confirmed as Monday 8th August 2011 at 7.15pm at Winchelsea Court Hall. The Council noted that as this was the holiday season this would be a meeting to deal with cheque signing and any other urgent business only.

	
	The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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