ICKLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 14th November 2011 at 7.15pm at The Memorial Hall, Icklesham
Present: Councillors Ms J Austen, C Bronsdon, J Horsman (in the chair), Mrs S Lyward,                       Mrs C Merricks, A Moore, Mrs J Stanford, H Sutton, P Turner, S Turner and N Warren.

In attendance: N Ramus from Rother District Council, S Foreman (Clerk and RFO) and J Cannings (Deputy Clerk).
	
	
	Action

	11/213
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7.15pm and reminded all present the meeting was being recorded.
	

	11/214
	The Chairman invited members of the public present to ask any appropriate questions or make comment.

Eight members of the public were present.

Angharad Bowman spoke about the need for better play facilities for children at the Icklesham Recreation ground and in particular children under 11 years of age. She said facilities were poor and parents often too their children to other villages where they were better. She presented information to the Council including a list of equipment children in the area would like. She explained improved facilities would be an asset to the Village. Another resident supported the need for better play facilities and cited the idea of an adventure trail. Play areas should be fenced off to be more secure with suitable areas of safety surfacing. Facilities were also required for teenagers who say they have little to do in the village. From the chair Councillor Horsman explained the Council were also concerned and planned to look into how facilities might be improved. He would like as many people as possible to come forward to help gauge the level of support for better play facilities. Councillor Mrs Stanford asked if residents had completed the recent questionnaire but it seemed that some had not received this. Councillor Bronsdon suggested a meeting be held between the working group of councillors looking at better play and recreation facilities and there was general agreement the Clerk should make suitable arrangements as soon as possible. The lack of publicity of the ability of the Parish Council to improve facilities for residents was also pointed out with a number of ideas to improve this.
	Clerk

	11/215
	To Receive Reports and Ask Questions of Councillors K Glazier, P Osborne and N Ramus.

Councillor Glazier and Osborne had given their apologies. 

Councillor Ramus explained that DEFRA had given the go ahead for the funding of the new training wall at Rye Harbour which should be completed during April 2012.There had been a public meeting at Rye harbour to explain this. Southern Water were also restricting access to part of the road at Rye Harbour to renew the water main.
On 25th November RDC councillors would be attending am internal seminar to review the approach to affordable housing.

Councillor Mrs Stanford asked if the recycling area at Winchelsea could be kept in a tidier condition and could requirements at the Council’s tip be reviewed as this was encouraging dumping. Councillor Ramus suggested this is referred to Alan Dodge at RDC. There appears to be a problem with fly tipping in the area. Councillors P Turner and Sutton pointed out a number of solutions to Councillor Ramus including regular lorry removals of rubbish and the provision of skip at regular intervals
Councillor Warren asked Councillor Ramus if there was any progress in respect of affordable housing as the Parish council has asked its district Councillors for help and this was minuted at the last Parish council meeting. Councillor Ramus was not aware of any progress.
	Councillor Osborne



	11/216
	Formal Opening of the Meeting.
The Chairman opened formal business at 7.50.
	

	11/217
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Chishick and Comotto.
	

	11/218
	Disclosure of Interests.
Councillors Moore and S Turner expressed a personal and prejudicial interest in item 10g on the agenda (The Lookout, Winchelsea) as members of Winchelsea Corporation.

Councillor P Turner expressed a personal interest in item 23 on the agenda (Allotment Agreements) as an allotment tenant.

Councillors Mrs Merrick, S Turners and Warren expressed a personal interest in item 26 on the agenda (Training for Village Hall Committees) as they serve on a village hall committee.
	

	11/219
	To consider and approve the signing of the minutes by the Chairman of the Meeting of 10th October 2011.
The acceptance of the minutes as a true and accurate record was proposed by Councillor Bronsdon and seconded by Councillor P Turner subject to the following amendment:

· Minute 11/190 – The proposal by Councillor Comotto that Winchelsea Corporation make a grant application was seconded by Councillor Chishick but the Council did not support the proposal.
· Minute 11/190 adding the words after Councillor Comotto asked Councillor P Turner to declare an interest ‘as his deceased father had been a member of Winchelsea Corporation’.

Subject to the amendments Agreed and were signed by the Chairman. 
	Clerk


	11/220
	Matters arising.
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
	

	11/221
	Programme of Works.
Councillor Bronsdon raised the matter of Rother District Council proposing to charge for parking at Rye Harbour as the Parish Council has an action in its plan to publicise free parking. It was agreed to leave the action in the Council’s plan and await the outcome of the District Council’s deliberations. It was proposed by Councillor Horsman and seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward the that Councillors Mrs Stanford and Bronsdon attend the proposed parking review meeting with Rother District Council and emphasise the need to maintain free parking to encourage tourism and the local economy. Approved.
Councillors were pleased with the impact of work to address parking and speeding problems at Smeatons Lane where currently these were no longer problems. Progress on the programme of works was noted.
	Councillors Mrs Stanford and Bronsdon



	11/222
a

b

c

d

e

f
g
	Financial Matters.
Receipts and Payments for October 2011

A paper setting out the transactions was attached to the agenda. Approval was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lyward and seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford. Approved.

To approve items for payment for November 2011.

A list of payments totalling £4,646.66 was tabled by the Clerk represented by cheques numbered 2536 – 2556 sequentially, four direct debits for £221.33 and two standing orders for £730.00. Acceptance of the payments was proposed by Councillor P Turner and seconded by Councillor S Turner. Approved.

To consider quotations for the maintenance of childrens’ play areas.
The Clerk submitted additional quotations from four companies for essential maintenance as prices had altered after quotations were accepted at the Council meeting on 10th October 2011 to ensure fair competition and value for money. The Clerk explained the second lowest quotation was from a specialist company who had successfully carried out similar work for the Parish Council in the past. The quotation from Wicksteed Leisure in the sum of £2,033.21 excluding VAT was proposed by Councillor P Turner and seconded by Councillor Bronsdon Approved.
Replacement of broken bench at Harbour Field, Winchelsea Beach. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Stanford and seconded by Councillor Bronsdon the broken bench be replaced with one donated by Whitehouse Enterprises at a total cost of £35.00. Approved.
Maintenance of verti-drainage at Icklesham Recreation Ground. It is not clear if maintenance is still required. After some debate it was proposed by Councillor Horsman from the chair and seconded by Councillor Bronsdon the Clerk to obtain independent expert opinion on the need for maintenance and to report back, in the meantime carrying this budget item over to the following year. Approved.
Quotations to improve drainage of a bus shelter at Icklesham.
The Clerk reported a quotation of £280.00 excluding VAT from the contractor who has carried out refurbishment of the bus shelter to install drainage linked to a soak away. Councillor Mrs Lyward proposed the quotation be accepted and this was seconded by Councillor S Turner.  Approved. 

The Lookout, Winchelsea. Councillors Moore and S Turner expressed a personal and prejudicial interest and left the room. The Lookout is owned by Winchelsea Corporation and the Council considered a request from Winchelsea Corporation to repair seating within it. Two quotations had been invited and the lowest was £360.00 excluding VAT. Council heard from Councillor P Turner that despite a variety of evidence and opinion while he had been Chairman of the Parish Council it had agreed to maintain the Lookout. Councillors were minded to accept the word of the Clerk to Winchelsea Corporation who also reported this to be the case. Councillor Mrs Lyward proposed the seating at the Lookout be repaired at a cost of £360.00. Councillor Warren proposed an amendment that this was not an on-going commitment but whenever repairs were required the Parish Council would expect Winchelsea Corporation to make requests which would be considered on their merits. Councillor Mrs Stanford seconded the proposal with the amendment which Councillor Mrs Lyward accepted.  Approved. Councillors Moore and S Turner re-joined the meeting.
	Clerk
Deputy Clerk

Deputy Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

	11/223

	Review of Parish Action Plan.
The Clerk reported on progress in implementing the Parish Action Plan. It was agreed to set up a Parish Action Plan Working Group representing all wards within the Parish. Its role would be to oversee implementation of the Parish Action Plan, work to renew plans as this was necessary and keep Council informed of progress.  Councillor Mrs Stanford proposed the Group consist of Councillors Bronsdon, P Turner, S Turner and N Warren with the Councillor Horsman also a member as Chairman of the Parish Council. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward. Approved.
	Parish action Plan Working Group and Clerk


	11/224
	Parish Action Plan.
The Clerk reported on proposals to refresh or renew the Parish Action Plan with a target to obtain a response from at least fifty per cent of residents thus enabling the Council to see its programme upon the wishes of residents. The Clerk was asked to check on the costs of Rother Voluntary action assisting with the proposals to consult residents. It was agreed the work to renew or refresh the Parish action Plan would be led by the Parish Action Plan Working Group and the Clerk was asked to convene a meeting and report to that meeting on terms of reference and the costs of consultation. Agreed.
	Parish action Plan Working Group and Clerk



	11/225
	Directory of Clubs, Groups and Societies.
The Council considered how best to produce information on the range of clubs, groups and societies which might benefit local residents as set out in the Parish action Plan including how this was to be sustained and maintained as an up to date document. This was deferred to enable the Parish action Plan Working Group to consider how best to do this and how best to ensure that in future the Parish magazine was sent to all homes in the Parish. 
	Parish action Plan Working Group and Clerk



	11/226

	Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
The Clerk reported on a further draft of standing orders and financial regulations but that Councillor Comotto had submitted a number of suggested amendments which the Clerk had not had time to consider and report on. It was pointed out that councillors were able to request that matters of concern to them could be brought to Council by another councillor if the councillor concerned was unable to attend. Councillor Bronsdon proposed the item be deferred to a later meeting provided this was the final deferment and that all councillors understood there were correct procedures to adopt in submitting matters to the Clerk and that in future this should mean that any matters should comply with the three clear working day rule for matters to be submitted to Council. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford.  Approved.
	Clerk


	11/227
	Queens Diamond Jubilee.
The Council were asked to consider what arrangements it wished to make to celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee. Councillor Bronsdon proposed that individuals or groups in each ward would wish to make their own arrangements but the Council should be prepared to consider grant assistance and allocate resources in the budget for the next financial year. This was seconded by Councillor Horsman from the chair. Turner. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/228
	Broadband Conference.
The Clerk reported Conference hosted by East Sussex County Council to inform Parish Councils and others of the Local Broadband Plan and the role of parish councils has with broadband provision. Councillor Warren proposed that Councillor P Turner be asked to attend on behalf of the Council. This was seconded by Councillor Horsman from the chair. Approved.
	Councillor P Turner and Clerk

	11/229
	Consumer Support Network.
Councillor Mrs Stanford proposed the Council become a member of the Network which will provide information on Consumer mattes which may benefit residents. This was seconded by Councillor P Turner. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/230
	Winchelsea Street Lighting (footway lights).
The Clerk reported on the outcome of the survey to establish if residents of Winchelsea were in favour of restricting the timing of footway lighting and altering lighting to avoid any light pollution into individual homes. 

The Council resolved to suspend standing orders to enable two residents of Winchelsea to make comment and ask questions. The residents of the public were concerned about the confusion and changing of dates to submit the questionnaires, confusion on the system of voting and contradictory advice regarding security and crime. Council noted the majority of those responding were in favour but that most residents had not responded. It was proposed by Councillor Horsman from the chair and seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford the matter be deferred for further consideration and that it be a matter for discussion at the Annual parish meeting on 21st May 2012 with the meeting being suitably publicised. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/231
	Letter from Udimore Parish council to Chief Constable.
The Clerk reported on a request from Udimore Parish Council to support a request to the Chief Constable to enforce the law against motorcyclists who created a nuisance. The Clerk submitted a draft letter which supported the request to take action against those who broke the law but sought to address the stereotyping of law abiding motorists. Councillor Bronsdon proposed the letter be sent on behalf of the Parish Council, and copies to Udimore Parish Council and Rother Association of Local Councils with an amendment in the penultimate paragraph to clarify that legal darkened visors may be a safety aid. This was seconded by Councillor P Turner. Approved. 
	Clerk


	11/232
	Parish Post Boxes.
Councillor Mrs Stanford reported on her idea to install suitable post boxes in each ward to provide residents with a convenient way to communicate with the Parish Council. Councillors Mrs Merricks and Warren agreed and pointed out the experience with the recent survey of recreational facilities where venues for the collection of survey forms may not have been suitable. It was proposed by Councillor Warren that quotations be obtained for suitably robust and identifiable post boxes to be erected close to the Parish notice boards. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward. Approved.
	Deputy Clerk



	11/233
	Employment Creation for Young People Living in the Parish.
The Council debated the merits of working with others to establish employment and training opportunities within the Parish. Councillors felt there were other agencies better placed to lead on this. Councillors Bronsdon proposed the Council take no action and this was seconded by Councillor S Turner. Approved.
	Clerk


	11/234
	License for Notice Board Rye Harbour.
The Clerk asked authority to enter into a license agreement with Rother District Council to place a notice board on the District Council’s land at a cost of £25.00 each year. Councillor Warren proposed the Clerk be so authorised and this was seconded by Councillor P Turner. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/235
	Allotment Agreements.
Councillor P Turner expressed a personal interest in this matter.

Council resolved at its meeting on 10th October 2011 (minute 11/187 refers) to reconsider its decision not to amend allotment leases including a clause about finds from allotment gardens. The Clerk reported the local manager of the National Trust, which holds the freehold of some appropriate allotment gardens managed by the Council, was in favour of an amendment. Councillor Bronsdon proposed this matter be deferred until the Clerk was able to establish the Council exact legal position and the formal position of the National Trust towards this matter. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward.  Approved.
	Clerk

	11/236
	Limiting Activity on Recreation Grounds.
The Clerk reported a request from the Police Community Support Officer for the Council to consider erecting suitable notices pointing our sporting restrictions on recreation grounds following a recent incident where a member of the public was practising archery which had endangered members of the public. The Council debated the need for additional notices and that it may be best to simply report matters to the Police. Councillor Warren proposed no action and this was seconded by Councillor Mrs Merricks. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/237
	Wall by the Strand Gate.
The Clerk reported that ownership of the damaged wall had not been established. The Parish Council was asked if it wished to arrange repair on a without prejudice basis. It was proposed by Councillor S Turner and seconded by Councillor Mrs Stanford the Clerk to contact East Sussex County Council and the Insurance Company with a view to either arranging repairs and that if they were not able to do this the Parish council arrange these provided the Insurance Company was able to meet all costs associated with this and provided the Parish Council carries out the work on the basis this in no way indicates ownership or any future liability. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/238
	Training for Village Hall Committee.
Councillors Mrs Merricks, S Turner and Warren expressed a personal interest in this item. Councillor Mrs Stanford explained training of this nature may help village hall committees improve the use of and income from village halls. Councillor P Turner suggested the cost of training might be spread with other parishes and that village hall committees might be asked to meet half the cost of the indicated sum of £450.00 excluding VAT. Councillor Mrs Stanford agreed to contact Action in Rural Sussex to establish if this would impact on costs. Councillor Horsman proposed from the chair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lyward, the Clerk to write to village hall committees to gauge interest in training and establish if they would meet half of the cost and to report back.  Approved.
	Deputy Clerk

	11/239
	Ageing Well In Sussex.
The Council was invited to take part in this seminar on 22nd November 2011. As no councillor was available to attend no action was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lyward and seconded by Councillor Bronsdon. Approved.
	Clerk

	11/240
	East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove Waste and Minerals Plan.
The Council had been consulted on the draft plan by East Sussex County Council. The Council had no comments to make on the plan. 
	Clerk

	11/241
	Calendar of Meetings of Council and Planning Committee.
Councillor P Turner pointed out draft standing orders required a variety of matters to be considered at the Annuli General Meeting. The Clerk agreed to review this in the next draft of standing orders which will be agreed before the Annual General Meeting.  The Council noted the dates.
	Clerk

	11/242
a
b

c
	Correspondence.
The Council had received a letter of thanks from Winchelsea Beach Community Association upon the receipt of a grant. This was noted with pleasure.
The Council had received a letter of thanks from Winchelsea New Hall Management Committee upon receipt of a grant. This was noted with pleasure.

The Council had received an email from the Highways Agency following representations to extend the 30 mph speed limit which explained that no action was to be taken to address speeding and speed limits on the A259 as it impacts on Winchelsea. This was noted with regret.
	

	11/243
a

b

c
D
e
	Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events.
Councillor Mrs Stanford reported on a recent meeting of HORAC at which the programme to replace the ‘training wall’ at Rye harbour was set out.
Councillor Mrs Merricks had not attended a meeting of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve but it was business as usual and there were no matters to report.
Councillor Horsman reported his attendance at the Annual General Meeting of the Sussex Association of Local Councils. Among other matters the meeting heard from experienced councillors elsewhere that parish and town councils should be encouraged to set their precept based on the needs of local people and not just to limit financial liability. Discussion also centred on the need to involve more residents which was in accord with proposals on this agenda.
Councillor Horsman reported on a recent meeting of the Rye Partnership. The area of operation now extends to the whole of this Parish and hopefully this will have a positive impact on residents. The Partnership are involved in arranging a potential Rye Jazz Week.
Councillor Warren reported on a meeting of Rother Transport Action Group.  Road works were planned on the A259 east of Rye at the same time as the Hastings – Ashford line closure for tunnel repairs. He was concerned the Group was not lobbying the Highways Agency for road improvements on the trunk roads, such as the A259.
	

	11/244
	Matters for Future Agendas.
These were noted.
	Clerk

	11/245
	The date and venue for the next full Council meeting was confirmed as Monday 12th December 2011 at 7.15pm at Winchelsea Beach Community Hall, Winchelsea Beach 
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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