AGENDA
For the Icklesham Parish Council Meeting, 13th February 2012 at Winchelsea New Hall, Winchelsea at 7.15pm
1. Welcome to the meeting by the Chairman.
2. The Chairman will invite members of the public to comment or ask questions on any matters they wish to raised relating to the business of the Council (15 minutes).
3. To receive reports and to ask questions of Cllrs K Glazier, N Ramus and P Osborne concerning County Council and Rother District Council matters.

4. Formal opening of the meeting

5. To receive and record any apologies for absence – members are asked to also complete and sign the circulated sheet.
6. Disclosure of Interests – To receive any disclosure by members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any interest and whether the member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Code of Conduct. Members are reminded to repeat their declaration immediately prior to commencement of the item in question.

7. To consider and approve the signing by the Chairman of the attached minutes of the Council Meeting of 9th January 2012.

8. Matters arising.                                                                                                                                                                        
Matters Requiring a Decision by the Council
9. Motion from Councillor Mrs Stanford as follows: That factual inaccuracies relating to Council business published recently on the Winchelsea.net website, and any such inaccuracies published in the future, which can be verified as incorrect, can be included as an item on the next available agenda for correction and subsequently minuted for future records.
10. Programme of works for January 2012. Council are asked to note and review progress on the enclosed list and raise any questions on the items listed.
11. Financial Matters

a. Receipts and payments report for January 2012.  Enclosed.

b. To approve items for payment for February 2012. A list of payments will be tabled at the meeting.
c. (i) Car park lighting for Icklesham Recreation Ground. See attached report for consideration listing quotations for this work agreed by Council in December 2011.  Depending on the option chosen, the Clerk seeks approval to accept a quotation to install motion sensor floodlights up to a maximum of £280.00 (+ VAT). The work to be funded from 2601 Village Hall Organisations (see (iii) below).
(ii) As agreed by Council in December 2011, the Clerk seeks approval to purchase a closed shackle, self closing, weather-proof padlock for the Icklesham Recreation Ground Car Park entrance gate for the sum of £22.09 (+ VAT).  To be funded from 2601 Village Hall Organisation (see (iii) below).

(iii) The Clerk seeks approval to vire the sum of up to £280.00 (or the sum of the estimate accepted in (i) above) plus £22.09 for (ii) above (total virement of up to £302.09) from 2202 Bus Shelters, where there is an underspend in the budget of £1,517.00 due to delays this year in obtaining cleaning, into 2601 Village Hall Organisations. The council has a budget of £1,000 for 2202 next year which will enable cleaning of bus shelter to be carried out. Power exists under Local Government Act 1972 Section 111 and 140(1).
12. Time and Duration of Council meetings. Does the Council wish to amend the start time of Council meetings to 7pm to allow more time to conduct business including the public part of meetings? The revised standing orders refer to meetings not exceeding 3 hours as follows:  Meetings shall not exceed a period of 3 hours.  - At 9.30 pm if the meeting is still in progress the Chairman of the meeting shall take a view on whether or not the business on the agenda can be completed by 10 pm.  If he or she is not satisfied that the business will be completed then the meeting shall be adjourned once a further meeting has been arranged to complete the business on the agenda.  Such meeting to take place within 7 days. Does Council wish to amend this as 3 hours takes meetings currently to 10.15pm?
13. Rother District Council – Devolution of Services. Council are asked to decide who they wish to represent them at a meeting on 13th February 2012 with Rother District Council to discuss the devolution of services from Rother to the Parish Council. The Council is also asked to decide which services and assets, if any, they may wish to negotiate taking over from Rother District Council and instruct its representatives accordingly. Attached is a report and information provided by Rother District Council. Power exists under the Localism Act 2011 but subject to detailed regulations yet to be published.
14. Newsletter. The Council is asked to appoint Mr Willard, a Graphic Designer and Illustrator, to assist with the preparation of the newsletter at a cost of £40.00 per hour. See attached report. Power exists under Local Government Act 1982 Section 142.
15. Complaints Policy and Procedure. Attached is the current policy and procedure. Also attached is a revised version which the Council is recommended to approve. In approving it Council is asked to agree this is publicised on the website and on notice boards as is achievable and the outcome of complaints is also publicised on the Council’s website. Power exists under Local Government Act 1982 Section 142.
16. Allotments. Attached is a report from the Deputy Clerk reviewing the Council’s allotments. The current allotment agreement is also attached and Council is asked if it wishes to review this,  if so by what process, although the agreement has been in place for about seven years now and is working well. I am still in discussion with the National Trust about the lease for Cricket Fields Allotments and have now suggested we meet to discuss the agreement before I report back to Council as that which they are suggesting is short term over three years and may not be in the Council’s or allotment holders’ best interests. Powers exist under Small Holdings and Allotments Acxt 1908 and Allotment Acts 1922, 1925 and 1950.
17. Donation to Winchelsea Archeologically Society. A member of the Society carried out an archaeological watching brief as the new post and rail fence in Jubilee Field was installed and provided a written report of findings. This was necessary to fulfil the requirement of Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent as laid down by English Heritage, East Sussex County Archaeologist and Rother District Council to agree the discharge of condition 2 of the planning permission.  Council is asked to approve a payment of £100.00 to Winchelsea Archaeological Society for its help, to be funded from 1225 Donations. Power exists under Local Government Act 1972 Section 144.
18. Jubilee Oaks. The Secretary of Rother Association of Local Councils has supplied information on a discounted cost of £41.32 excluding VAT from English Woodlands to supply a two metre oak tree sapling with all the necessary equipment to plant it to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Other species are available. For a further £50.00 excluding VAT a 12 cm by 10 cm bronze plaque suitably worded is also available. Does the Council wish to purchase any trees or plaques? Power exists under Public Health Act 1875 Section 164, Open Spaces Act 1906 Sections 9 and 10.
19. Active Ambling. Attached to the agenda are the draft leaflets for walks from Icklesham for Council to consider and finalise. The leaflet for the walks from Rye Harbour has already been agreed. Council is also asked to decide the number of leaflets to invite quotations for printing. Power exists under Open Spaces act 1906 and Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976.
20. Winchelsea Beach Triathlon. The Organiser, Nick Brown, is proposing asking Rother District council and East Sussex County Council for road closures while the cycle race is being held on 3rd June 2012. However, it is not intended this would apply to local residents living on the route to avoid any restriction upon them. Attached are the email I received and the map of the route. Council is asked to support the road closures in the interests of safety and to support the event. 
21. Road Closure – Winchelsea. Rother District Council has received a request for a road close order to celebrate the Queen’s diamond Jubilee for Saturday 2nd June 2012 from 2pm to 11pm at German Street, Hiham Gardens and High Street (from Hiham Gardens to the junction with St Thomas’ Street, Winchelsea). Attached is a copy of the draft order with plans. Council is asked to support the road closure.
22. Icklesham Recreation Ground Verti-Drainage - Fee proposal from the Sports Turf Research Institute in the sum of £675.00. Attached is the fee proposal. Council is not recommended to accept but to instruct the Clerk to seek alternative costings from suitable companies should maintenance be required in the future on the verti-drainage. Power exists under Open Spaces act 1906 and Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976.
23. Icklesham Recreation Ground – New Play Facilities. A number of play companies have been asked to prepare outline schemes and thought is now being given by the Sports and Recreation Sub- Group on suitable consultation. Attached is a report updating the Council.  Powers exist under Open Spaces act 1906 and Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976.
24. Welcome Pack for New Parishioners. There is an action in the Parish Action Plan to introduce a Welcome Pack for new parishioners but I understand the Council decided not to proceed with this about a year ago. Councillor Mrs Lyward has expressed an interest in providing a pack to new parishioners which could be sent out by Rother district Council with other material. Does Council wish to review its decision and if so what information would it like included in a Welcome Pack? Power exists under Local Government Act 1982 Section 142.
25. Joint Procurement and Select List of Contractors. I have raised these issues with the neighbouring parishes and there is limited interest. However, at the recent Rother Clerks’ meeting some interest was expressed by others in joint procurement to improve value for money. I have agreed to act as the co-ordinator to collect expressions of interest and judge if this is worth pursuing. Does the Council wish to take any further action in compiling a select list of contractors?
26. Carbon Reduction Steering Group and The Green Deal. Outcomes and role of parish and town councils. See attached report. Council is asked to decide if it wishes the Clerk and RFO to continue involvement, if it supports the objectives of the Group and involvement with the Green Deal.
27. East Sussex County Council Village Maintenance Team. I have received the attached letter and documents asking if the Parish Council has work that fits the guidelines it would like the Village Maintenance Team to carry out. The Council are asked to agree the work to be requested of the Village Maintenance Team.
28. Icklesham Big Lunch, 4th June 2012. I have received a request to hold a Big Lunch between 12 noon and 6pm on Monday 4th June to celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee on Icklesham Recreation Ground. The Event Committee involves Councillor Warren, Reverend Moseley of Icklesham Church and representatives of the Church Parish Council, a representative from the Robin Hood Bonfire Society and Icklesham Players and Flower Club. They plan to invite people to bring a picnic and will provide entertainment including music and party games. Council is recommended to agree to the request provided the event organisers can demonstrate they have suitable public liability insurance.
29. Use of Pound Field, Rye Harbour for Multi-Sports Event. I have received a request from The Senior Community Worker at Amicus Horizon to use Pound Field for a multi-sports event between 1pm and 3pm on Wednesday 15th February 2012. Suitable insurance arrangements are in place and Council is requested to approve this.

30. Training Events. Attached is a list of training events for councillors being provided by SALC (3 Counties Training). Council is asked if it wishes to book any places on the courses.

31. Use of Icklesham Recreation Ground.  Guestling Women’s Football Team request permission to use the ground for their final match of the season on Sunday 26th February.  This date does not clash with any existing fixture.

Matters for Information of the Council or for Noting
32. Correspondence 
a. Letter from Winchelsea Beach Community Association notifying the Council of an increase in hire charge for the Hall to £21.00.

b. Letter from Marcus Popple of Winchelsea Beach requesting skate boarding facilities together with my reply.
33. Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events.   Reports back from councillors and officers who have been appointed to outside bodies or who have attended events of interest to the Council.
a. Rother Local Council Clerks’ Meeting – 23rd January 2012

b. Carbon Reduction Steering Group – 23rd January 2012

c. Localism workshop – 30th January 2012

d. Green Deal Workshop – 31st January 2012

e. Other meetings and events

34. Matters for future agendas

a. Housing Needs Survey and Affordable Housing. 
b. Report on progress towards Quality Council.
c. Duties and responsibilities of councillors and staff.
d. Skills audit of councillors to help direct skills to Council activities.

e. Security and parking at Pear Tree Marsh Allotments.
f. Notice Board Policy.
g. Policy for contributions towards publications and websites.

35. Date and Venue for the next meeting. The date of the next full Council meeting is confirmed as Monday 12th March at 7.15pm at Icklesham Memorial hall, Icklesham.                                               
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